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REVIEWING THE THEORY OF SECURITY COMMUNITY: THE CASE OF THE
NEGOTIATION PROCESS ON CYPRUS

Assist. Prof. Dr. KEISUKE WAKIZAKA
istanbul Geligim Universitesi, Iktisadi idari ve Sosyal Bilimler Fakiiltesi, Siyaset Bilimi ve Uluslararas
iliskiler Boliimii
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Abstract

Karl Deutsch combined realist and liberalist theories and suggested the “security community theory,”
focusing on NATO as one of its exemplary models. This theory argues that international organizations have
the function of protecting member states against extemal threats as well as resolving disputes between
member states. However, NATO's behavior regarding the issue of Cyprus does not strengthen this theory.
This study will examine how the security community theory can be softened by focusing on NATO's
behavior during the Cyprus issue. The study will argue that during the 1974 Cyprus Peace Operation,
NATO, led by the US, prevented Turkey's progress, hindering a full resolution of the problem and that it
will also suggest that in the subsequent period, taking advantage of the fact that all guarantor countries were
NATO members, relations between the south and the north were conducted in a more moderate and peaceful
manner. The research will employ qualitative research methods, particularly content analysis and process
tracing.

Keywords: Theory of Security Community, the Dispute on Cyprus, Intemational Organizations, Guarantor
States, NATO
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