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WHY WAS THE DEAL OF “TRUMP-ZANGEZUR CORRIDOR” MADE AND WHAT CAN
HAPPEN IN THE REGION?: A NEO-CLASSIC REALISTIC ANALYSIS

“ZENGEZUR-TRUMP KORIDORU” ANLASMASI NEDEN YAPILDI VE NELER
BEKLIYOR? NEO-KLASIK REALIST BiR ANALIZ
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Department of Political Science and International Relations, Istanbul, Tiirkiye.
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ABSTRACT

The balance of power drastically changed in the South Caucasus after the Second Karabakh War in 2020
and the Russian hegemony declined to an important degree. In particular, the deal of “Trump-Zangezur
Corridor™ was made between Armenia, Azerbaijan and the United States on August 2025 and it was met
with great astonishment by international public. Duc to the topicality, the topic of the “Trump-Zangezur
Corridor™ has not been sufficiently researched yet in the academic world and this work was prepared in
order to fill the blank. The work will discuss the questions of why the deal of “Trump-Zangezur
Corridor™ was made in the year and how it can affect the international system in the region in the context
of neo-classic realism. It will argue that the deal related to the corridor was made because of Armenia’s
and Azerbaijan’s political situation and the United States’ strategy against Russia and Iran related to the
Russo-Ukrainian War and that the deal will bring only temporary tranquilty and can cause the risc of
tension between actors in a long term. As for methodology and research methods, the work will be based
on neo-classic realist theory of International relations. Thus, interpretvist methodology is applied. While
the work will generally benefit from secondary resources, it will use also internet news agencies both as
empirical resources and for content analysis. In terms of the structure, chapter one will determine the
theoretical structure and the reasons of the deal about the corridor will be discussed in the next chapter.
After that, the possible results of the deal will be discussed based on neo-classic realism and the part of
conclusion will emphasize the verification of the hypothesis.

Keywords: Trump-Zangezur Corridor, Neo-Classic Realism, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Maximization of
Influence

OZET

2020 yilinda meydana gelen Ikinci Karabag Savasi’ndan sonra Giiney Kafkasya'da mevcut olan gii¢
dengeleri 6nemli derecede degismis ve bolge tizerindeki Rus hegemonyast onemli 6lgiide gerilemistir.
Ozellikle 2025 yilimn Agustos ayinda Ermenistan, Azerbaycan ve Amerika Birlesik Devletleri arasinda
imzalanan “Trump-Zengezur Koridoru" ile ilgili ortak bildiri uluslararasi kamuoyu tarafindan biiyiik bir
saskinlikla karsilanmigtir. Giintimiizde Karabag sorunu ile ilgili ¢esitli calismalar bulunurken “Ttump-
Zengezur Koridoru™ konusunda ise konunun giincelligi nedeniyle akademik diinyada neredeyse hig
arastinlmamistir ve bu boslugu doldurmak amaciyla bu ¢galigma hazirlanmigtir. Bu ¢aligmada, “Trump-
Zangezur Koridoru™ hakkindaki ortak bildirinin neden 2025 yilinda yapildigina ve neo-klasik realizm
baglaminda bu olgunun bolgedeki uluslararasi sistemi nasil etkileyebilecegine dair sorular cle
alinacaktir. Bu galisma “Trump-Zengezur Koridoru ile ilgili kararin, Ermenistan ve Azerbaycan'in siyasi
durumu ve ABD'nin Rusya-Ukrayna Savast ile ilgili Rusya ve Iran'a karsi stratejisi nedeniyle yapildign
ve anlagmanin bolgedeki huzur ilin ancak gegici bir yontem oldugunu ve uzun vadede aktorler arasinda
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gerginligin artmasina, ozellikle Iran-Rusya ve Bati arasinda catigmanmin yogunlagmasmna neden
olabilecegini ileri siirecektir. Teorik yapisi, metodoloji ve aragtirma yontemleri konusunda ise bu
¢aligmada neco-klasik realist uluslararas: iligkiler teorisine dayanacaktir. Bu nedenle, yorumsamaci
metodoloji uygulanacaktir. Cahismada genellikle ikincil kaynaklanin yamu sira, internet haber
ajanslanindan da yararlamlacaktir. Bu baglamda, toplanan veriler hem ampirik kaynak olarak hem de
igerik analizi i¢in kullamlacaktir. Caligmanin yapisi konusunda, birinci boliimde galiymanin teorik yapi
belirlenecek ve neden neoklasik realismin uygulanacag: agiklanacaktir. Ikinci béliimde “Trump-
Zengezur Koridoru™ ile ilgili kararin niye bugiinlerde ¢ikanldigim tartigilacaktir. Ugiincii boliimde,
koridorla ilgili ortak bildirinin getirebilece@i sonuglan neoklasik realizm temelinde tartigtlacaktir. Sonug
béliimiinde bu boliimler 6zetlenecck ve galigmanin hipotezinin dogru tespit edildigi vurgulanacaktir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Trump-Zengezur Koridoru, Neo-Klasik Realizm, Ermenistan, Azerbaycan,
Niifuz Maksimizasyonu
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