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Iran’s Strategy of Creating Tropical Belt in Africa: The Cases of
Senegal and Nigeria

Keisuke WAKIZAKA®
Abstract

While only Western European states such as France and Great Britain were actors in Africa
until the 1960s, states such as the Soviet Union and China also started to be involved in the
African political life later. Especially after the 21st century, new powers such as Turkey,
India, Iran and Saudi Arabia oriented to increase their influence in the continent and the
region became more complex. When we see researches over the international politics in
Africa, although comparatively rich resources exist about the policies of the Western states,
Russia, China and Japan towards Africa, less researches exist about those of Turkey, Saudi
Arabia, Iran and so on. Especially because Iran is a closed state against abroad, information
about Iran’s activities in Africa is very limited and few things are known about Iran’s impact
in the region. This work aims to fulfill the lack of information about the topic and to answer
about Iran’s public diplomacy in Africa and its reasons, referring to its activities in Senegal
and Nigeria. Because it is very difficult to reach primary resources on the topic, this work
mainly benefitted mainly from information provided by internet news agencies as well as
secondary resources. Collected data were used as empirical resources and for analysis.

The intension of reaching rich potential of energy resources in Africa and increasing
influence over the continent exists behind Iran's strategy towards Africa based on Shiism.
In line with their own realistic-pragmatic interests, Iran uses idealistic discourses and
ideologies such as Islamism and anti-colonialism in order to strengthen its influence over
Africa. In this context, Iran’s strategy towards Africa is managed mainly by means of
implementing soft power through ideological discourse in which cultural and religious
elements come to the fore. Especially in Senegal and Nigeria, Iran is continuing intense
efforts to spread Shiism and these states became central bases for Iran’s policy towards Sub-
Saharan Africa. Although Iran actively uses soft power in both of these two states, it
sometimes uses also hard power as well as soft one at the same time. While Iran implements
the policy of converting people’s belief into Shiism mainly on the basis of soft power in
Senegal, it uses also hard power as well as soft power in Nigeria. Iran benefits from Shiite
organization similar to Hizbullah for its interests and created social-political chaos in the
state.

Keywords: Iran, Africa, Strategy of Creating Tropical Belt, Cultural Policy, Shiite
Expansionism.

* Dr. Or. Uyesi, istanbul Gelisim Universitesi, Iktisadi Idari ve Sosyal Bilimler Fakiiltesi, Siyaset
Bilimi ve Uluslararas: lligkiler Béliimii, E-posta: kwakizaka@gelisim.eduw.tr
ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0438-5687
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iran’in Afrika’da Tropik Kusak Yaratma Stratejisi: Senegal ve Nijerya Ornekleri
Ozet

1960’h yillara kadar Afrika kitasinda sadece Fransa ve Ingiltere gibi Bati Avrupa iilkeleri
aktor olarak yer alirken daha sonra ise SSCB ve Cin gibi tilkeler de Afrika’daki siyasal hayata
miidahil olmaya baglamistir. Ozellikle 21. yiizyildan sonra Tiirkiye, Hindistan, iran ve Suudi
Arabistan gibi yeni gligler bolgede kendi niifuzunu artirmaya yénelmis ve bolge daha kangik
hale gelmigtir. Afrika lizerindeki uluslararasi siyaset hakkindaki aragtirmalara bakildiginda
Bat1 iilkeler, Rusya, Japonya ve Cin'in Afrika politikalan konusunda nispeten zengin
kaynaklar mevcutken Tiirkiye, Suudi Arabistan ve Iran’inki hakkinda ise daha az sayida
aragtirmalar bulunmaktadir. Ozellikle fran digariya karsi kapali iilke oldugundan dolayr
onun Afrika’daki faaliyetleri ile ilgili bilgi olduk¢a kisithdir ve bélgedeki Iran’in varhg
hakkinda gok az bilinmektedir. Bu ¢alismada o konuyla ilgili bilgi eksikligini doldurmaya
¢ahgilacak ve Iran’in Nijerya ve Senegal'deki faaliyetlerinden bahsederek [ran’in Afrika’daki
kamu diplomasi ve onun sebepleri hakkinda cevap vermeyi hedeflemektedir. Bu konuyla
ilgili aragtirmalarda birincil kaynaklara ulagmak son derece zor oldugundan dolayr agirhkh
olarak ikincil kaynaklarin yam sira internet haber ajanslarimin yayinladig: bilgilerden
faydalamlmigtir. Toplanan veriler hem ampirik kaynak i¢in hem de analiz igin kullamlmigtir.

Iran’in mezhep temelli Afrika stratejisinin arka planinda kitamn enerji potansiyeline ulasma
ve kitada kendi niifuzunu artirma amaa yer almaktadir. Kendi realist-pragmatik gikarlar
dogrultusunda Iran Afrika’ya sizip bolgede kendi niifuzunu pekistirmek igin Islamcaihk ve
somiirgecilik karsith@ gibi idealist soylemleri ve ideolojileri kullanmaktadir. Bu baglamda
Iranin Afrika stratejisi, kiiltiirel ve dini unsurlarin 6éne giktifi ideolojik bir soylem
aracihgiyla daha ¢ok yumusak gii¢ unsurlarinin uygulanmasi yoluyla yiritilmektedir.
Ozellikle Senegal ve Nijerya'da lran Siilik ideolojisini yaymak i¢in yogun cahsmalari
siirdiirmekte ve bu ilkeler fran’in Sahraalti Afrika politikasi igin merkezi tisleri haline
gelmistir. lran, her iki iilkede de yumusak gii¢ unsurlarina etkin bir sekilde basvurmasina
ragmen zaman zaman yumusak giice sert gii¢ kullanimimn da eslik ettigi goriilmektedir.
Senegal’de yumusak giic temelli bir Siilestirme politikasi yiriitiiliirken Nijerya'da ise
yumusak giiciin yani sira sert gii¢ de kullamlmakta ve tilkedeki Hizbullah tarzh érgiit hem
Iran'in gikarlarina galigmakta hem de iilkede karigik ortami yaratmaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: {ran, Afrika, Tropik Kusak Yaratma Stratejisi, Kiltiir Politikasi, Sii
Yaymacihig.
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